~

" changed since he assured senators that

: alongside John B. Connally and Ronald

. *‘highly possible.” ~a

" stances of delegates choosing the run

Approved For Release 2007/06/14 : CIA-RDP99-00498R000100030036-2

Bush uplikely:
V-P choace
‘Nessen says

By MARGARET MAYER ; R
Times Herald Washington Bureau ’
WASHINGTON—The White Hou=e ap-
peared today to shoot down the possibil-
ity of an ‘‘open.convention’ in which
CIA Director George Bush- might be-
come a contender for the vice presxden-
tial nomination, -
The posmbllxty was ralsed earlier by |
House Minerity Leader John Rhodes,
who said this was one way in which
Bush could be nominated without violat-.
ing Ford’s promise that Bush would not.
be considered for his running mate.
White House Press Secretary Ron:
Nessen appeared to rule out the open:

"Jlmmy Carter is just

southern fried George McGovern.

Connally interview on Page 4-A.
convention idea, saying, ‘“The Pre51dent
will recommend his choice (for vice
president) at the appropriate time.”

He also said he has no rteasonto |
believe the President’s thinking has

Eush would not be his running mate .if
he were confirmed as director of the
Central Intelhgence Agency.

Rhodes, in an interview with t}ig
Washington Post Wednesday, said an
open convention that would rank Busp
Reagan as convention favorites was-

Reagan has said he would not accent
the vice presidency but, under circura~

ring mate free of direction from the
presidential nominee, he, too, would be
subject to a draft unless he removeci
himself from consideration. . :

This is the first time Bush, iormer
Texas congressman and former Republ}-
can National Commiﬁeé chairman, has
been mentioned as a p0551b1hty for v1ce
president. :

Senate objections to a politician m'f
the sensitive CIA post forced Pres,dentr
Ford last year to eliminate Bush from.,
copsideration. for . vice- president if he;
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‘were confirmed as CIA director.

Rhodes  saild a Bush draft by

" delegates” in an open conventicn would

be the only way he cculd gain a place
on the ticket without violating the
President’s promise.

Bush failed today to return a phone
call, but a friend said he commented on
reading the Post story, “It's not my prob-
lem, it's the President’s.”

Abiding by assurance to senators who
approved his nomination as CIA director
last December, Bush has remained
removed from Republican .party politics
since returning from : Peking, China,
where he was chief U.S. liaison officer.

He was in Plains, Ga.,: earlier this
week briefing. Democratic - presidential

STATT
JE

nominee SRR on 1'01e1gn
affairs, at Prestcxem Ford’s directicn.

Connally, who endorsed Ford’s candi- i
dacy Tuesday alter maintaining al
neutral position in  the presidential
contest, is widely considered to be the
frontrunner as Ford's choice for the vice'
presidential nomination,

He also received majority votes as'

. the choice of delegates to the Repubii-:

" Ford.

can conventicn in recent polls made by '
United Press International and Associated :
Press.

Texas Gov. Doiph Briscoe talk
politics  with Demeocratic  presidential
nominee Jimmy Carter today in Plains,
Ga., and said he does nct believe the
Republicans can carry Texas even if
they put Connally on the ticket with

“Because of home siate: pride Con-
nally on the ticket would .be elfective
but not a determining factor,” Briscoe
said as he arrived at the ‘airport in '
nearby Americus. ;

He said the campaign itself and the

© issues that are developed will determine

the results.

. Texas government officials and politi-

- House

- ished. The Times reported that ~one!

- cians who lunched with Carter.

i
|
Brisece led a delegaten of severali
!
i
i
l

Rhedes’ remarks followed a hali-|
hour conference with Ford at the White!
earlier in the day. He toid!
reporters immediately after the canfer-i
ence that the list of potential "unning.'
mates was ‘‘large and growing’' but he:
refused to rame persons on the Pres‘-,
dent’s list. «}

In cther deveiopments ‘éonceming;
Connally’s vice-presidential chances: s

® The Los  Angeles Times . today:
reported that the once-rigid opposition
within President’Ford’s innef circle to: a
Connally candidacy has oreatly dlmm s

campaign official,” a” Tongtime Connally:
admirer, said- - campaign., - chairman-
Rogers. C. B: VIorto*;, former Defense-
Secretary- Melvin‘R: Taird, -and- deputy™
cempaign director Stuart Spencer “have
turned completely around on Conna‘ly”
in recent weeks. ‘

® Sen. William Brock, R—Term sad
that Connally is  “probably the most"
effective single candidate in the United |
States — bar- none.”. Brock, a . Ford
supporter, said Ccnnally could overcome’
any stigma of Waterzate. ‘

® Brock’s colleague, Sen. Howard H.
Baker, however, -said that Ford wiH‘
have to censider whether Connally i
sufficient.y “frée. of - controversy” as a
result of milk fund charges, of which ke ]

S A

was acquitted. Baker; considered a vice-

presidential possibility - himsslf, urgedg
Ford to choose a running mate from tne}
“Sunbelt.””
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